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Monday 10th February, 2020 
 
 
The yard will be supervised before 

school from 8.45am and after school 
until 3.45pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 

Picnic Day 18th Febraury 

4pm-6pm  

 

Public Hoilday 9th March  

No School 

 

Friday 20th March 

School Photos – All Students 

 

Last day of term 27th March  

School Finishes T.B.C 

 

Welcome 
 

I would like to welcome back all of our families and staff, those 
returning to our school after a time of leave, and those new to our 
school community.  
 
It became evident to me very quickly that I have joined a truly unique 
community at Footscray Primary School. I began posting on our school 
Facebook page and was immediately welcomed with kindness and 
positive energy. This engagement continued to impress me as you 
answered my call for boxes, trolleys and time to relocate our library. 
Thank you to each of you for inviting me into your community so 
warmly.  
 
The first week was quite a whirlwind as I attended the Reconciliation 
Action Group meeting, the Vision and Leadership Committee for the 
Footscray Learning Precinct, met with our official Parent and Friends 
Group, worked with school council members and was repeatedly in awe 
of the incredible work that has taken place here before my arrival. I will 
ensure I work hard to further strengthen and add to this work in the 
years to come.  
 
The staff worked hard over their summer break to ensure the learning 
spaces were engaging and inviting for the students as they arrived back 
at school. The students have settled in quickly, including our newest 
Foundation students who seem like they’ve been at school for months! 
I see examples of our school values demonstrated each time I observe 
our students learning or at play. 
 
SAVE THE DATE – Tuesday, February 18th – 4-6pm - Welcome Picnic 
and Information Night 
We will be holding a Welcome Picnic to provide an opportunity for us 
to connect as our 2020 FPS community. Each Year Level will hold a 15-
minute information session to provide a summary of the year to come. 
Specialists will set up a station to showcase their programs as well. 
More details to be confirmed shortly, however, a rough outline for 
planning purposes is below. 
 
Foundation –  4:00 - 4:15 
Year 1 –  4:15 - 4:30 
Year 2 –  4:30 - 4:45 
Year 3/4 -  4:45 – 5:00 
Year 5 –   5:00 – 5:15 
Year 6 -  5:15 – 5:30 
 

http://www.footscrayps.vic.edu.au/
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For 2020, the office will be open at 

the following times. 

*Monday 8.30am – 4.00pm 

Tuesday 8.30am – 4.00pm 

Wednesday 8.30am – 4.00pm 

*Thursday 8.30am – 4.00pm 

Friday  8.30am – 4.00pm 

 

Uniform Sales* 

Mondays 3.00pm – 4.00pm 

Thursdays 8.30am - 9.30am  

If you require uniforms and cannot 

make these times, please email 

footscray.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au to 

make other arrangements.  

 

Office Staff  

Rowena (Business Manager) 

Monday - Friday 

Jessie  

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 

Rhiannon 

Monday – Friday 

Katrina 

Tuesday & Wednesday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BANK DETAILS 

Commonwealth Bank 

Footscray Primary School 

BSB:063 132 

Account number 10090179 

Please include a reference with the 

student(s)’ names. 

 

EFTPOS available at the office  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Parents & Friends Group 
We have one! It’s official! I met with the founders of this group last week 
and we will be putting out more information very soon to let you know 
about the great work that is coming and ways you can join the fun! 
Thank you to all those who contributed to getting this off the ground. 
Another reflection on the dedication of our FPS parent community.  
 
Annual Privacy Reminder 
The updated Schools' Privacy Policy is now available to parents on our 
school’s website. We value the privacy of every person and we remain 
committed to the protection of information that is collected by the 
school. The Schools' Privacy Policy informs our school community that 
information about students can be shared to fulfil the school's core 
functions of educating and supporting our students. We collect 
information about students and their families to enable us to fulfil our 
legal obligations as well as provide education for our students, enabling 
us to inform parents about student’s individual needs, provide support 
for social and emotional wellbeing needs and make reasonable 
adjustments for students with disabilities. The Schools’ Privacy Policy is 
regularly reviewed and updated by the Department of Education. Please 
refer to the Schools’ Privacy Policy which can be found on the school’s 
website under Parent Information; Parent Resources and the following 
link answers frequently asked questions: 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/SchoolsPrivacyPolicy-
ForParents-English.pdf 
 
School Council Nominations  
Please refer the compass alert today regarding School Council 
nominations.  You may wish to consider nominating yourself as a 
member of Footscray Primary School Council.  There are three vacancies 
available.  Forms will be available from the office on Monday 10th 
February 2020 and must be lodged by 4pm Monday 17th February 2020. 
 
School Photos Date 
SchoolPix will be here on Friday 20th of March to take student photos. 
More details to follow. 
 
Assembly Schedule 2020 

  Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

Term 1 na 
school 

captains 
6A 

school 
captains 

3/4D 
school 

captains 

 
 
 

OFFICE NEWS 
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Garden Club 
Have you noticed the veggies, flowers 
and fruit trees growing in the space 
between the Greenwood Building and 
the portables? This area is cared for by 
Garden Club, which is run by parents 
and currently operates fortnightly at 
lunch times, attracting lots of little 
helpers. The first Garden Club of the 
year will be next Thursday 13th 
February. New parents are always 
welcome – no extensive gardening skills 
required! It’s a great way to get to 
know other parents. If you are 
interested and have a current Working 
with Children’s Check, please email 
rachel@fruitfulkitchen.com.au 
 
 

 

Car Park Safety  

A reminder to all families that the staff 
car par is strictly for staff only. 
Students, parents are carers are not to 
enter the staff carpark under any 
circumstances. We understand it can be 
difficult to find a car park during busy 
times but the safety of our students 
must come first. This includes walking 
and riding bikes through the car park. 
 
At pick up and drop off times please use 
pedestrian gates provided on 
Commercial Rd, located at after school 
care and near the Greenwood building 
or on Herbert st. There are also 
accessible double gates on Commercial 
Rd for bicycle access. During school 
hours, please access the school via the 
main gates on Geelong Rd. 
 

 

Introducing our School Captains! 
Footscray Primary School is delighted to introduce you to our School 
Captains - Nina, Alex, Maeve and Owen. They had their first captain 
duties on Friday, hosting the whole school assembly, and did an amazing 
job. The school captains will be hosting all assemblies this year, and will 
have other leadership roles such as school tours for new families, 
leading a student focused event each term and participating in 
leadership opportunities in the wider community.  
 

 
Alex, Owen, Nina and Maeve 

 
This year there will be a focus on empowering students to have a 
meaningful voice and leadership opportunities. As well as the four 
school captains, there will be opportunities for other students to lead 
and share their voice about school events, clubs and activities, and the 
future direction of our school. We will be inviting students to share 
feedback with their teacher on teaching and learning, about the school 
grounds and on other issues they raise with us. 
 
Reminders: 
As shared by our school captains at assembly, please remember the 
following items: 
Hats 

 This term is a no hat – no play term. All students must wear a school 

hat (bucket, broad-brimmed or legionnaire) at lunch and recess.  

 If you forget your hat you must sit in the shade of the COLA. 

Bikes and Scooters 

 Please dismount your bike or scooter at the school gates and walk it 

to the bike racks. 

 Scooters and bikes should all be securely locked at the provided 

racks.  

 Remember to wear a helmet. 

Before and After School 

 Teachers are on yard duty before school from 8:45am – 9:00am. 

Students must be under the supervision of a parent if they arrive at 

school before 8:45am. 

 Teachers are on duty after school from 3:30 – 3:45pm. Students in 

the yard after 3:45pm (without a parent) will be taken to the front 

office to wait for a parent to collect them. 

 School gates are locked from 4:00pm, except on Friday when the 

gate on Herbert Street remains open for weekend access. 

Lunch Clubs 

 Lunch clubs will start this week – keep an eye out for posters listing 

these clubs 

 The library will be open at lunchtime from Wednesday this week. 
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Student of the Week 

GRADE 

 
NAME 

FA Emily J 

FB  

1A Tom H 

1B Brody T 

1C Matilda L 

2A Hano M 

2B Namsel T 

2C Simeon C 

34A Arlo J 

34B Callum T 

34C Pearl W 

34D Zach M 

34E Oliver C S 

5A Azan R 

5B Sophia B O 

6A Bin L 

6B Iggy G M 

 

 

 

  



 

CALENDAR: Term 1 2019 
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African Drumming at Footscray Primary 

Introduction 

Ray Pereira introduced the Drumming and Rhythm Program using African Drums into Footscray 

Primary in 2008.This is a popular program specially devised by Ray to introduce children to music 

and rhythm. It is designed to be an inclusive program that the whole school participates in and is 

designed for all levels and abilities. In 2020 Ray and one of his drumming team, Jose, will teach the 

program.  

Ray is regarded as one of Australia’s leading percussionists and has performed and recorded with 

several of Australia’s best known musicians and singers. He is regarded as an expert in African and 

Afro Cuban drumming. Ray also runs master classes at Universities and Music schools and runs 

workshops in Melbourne, interstate and overseas. 

Jose has been studying with Ray for many years and now works as a professional musician and 

teacher. He also runs programs in schools for The Song Room organisation. 

 

Why African Drumming? 

It’s a cultural experience. Folkloric African traditions have influenced music right around the world – 

from Latin and Afro-Caribbean, to Jazz, Rock and Pop. We will be going back to the source of many 

styles of music – primarily to traditional West African rhythm, dance and song.  

It’s creating music as part of a group. The repertoire that will be introduced relies on several parts 

being played harmoniously. Children will learn to listen carefully and play responsively to others.  

It’s good for kids. This course will improve childrens’ understanding of rhythm, enhance coordination 

and aural skills and develop their sense of time. Children will be encouraged to value the quality, not 

‘quantity’ of music they play. It sets them up with a good base to either continue as percussionists 

or to move onto other instruments.  

It’s for everyone. The repertoire is designed for children of all ages and any level of musical 

experience. It’s inclusive. There is a place for everyone in the ensemble regardless of ability. Even 

though it takes a lot of practice and skill to play at a high level like any other instrument, African 

drums are an easier instrument to begin on. This music provides an easier entry point for anyone 

who wants to try music. The drums do not appear to be as intimidating an instrument as Violin or 

Piano for example. 

It’s fun! The music we will learn has been around for centuries and is joyous and satisfying. Children 

get a real kick out of playing challenging rhythms that they can move and sing to. Most children love 

the drums and are instantly attracted to playing them. 

 

What the classroom teachers have to say 

Andrew Gray, Teacher at Footscray Primary 

“I have been taking Year 5 and 6 students to Ray’s African Drumming classes at FPS for a decade. I 

love the program. African Drumming adds a whole new aspect to a school’s curriculum that 

combines cultural diversity and the theory and practice of music seamlessly into the creation of 

great performances. Ray is a master of his craft who has high expectations of all students and 

knows how to motivate and draw out the inner musician in every individual. Drumming can be the 

success story for students who find academic learning challenging. African Drumming has become 

an integral part of our school’s identity, culture and celebrations.” 

 

Betty Lieu, Teacher at Footscray Primary School 

“Ray has taught African Drumming at Footscray Primary School for a number of years. As a teacher 

at this school I have been privileged to have the opportunity to be part of this wonderful program. 

At the start of the year, my year 3 class really struggled to settle in but has really turned around 

after the effort Ray put into work with each and every student. He has taught us so much about 

music and culture. Ray views all his students as capable of learning and differentiates to cater for all 

levels of learners in every class. He is a skilled performer and an excellent teacher. I would highly 

recommend Ray’s Drumming Program. Be ready to be inspired!” 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Teachers 

 

Ray Pereira  

Ray is recognized as one of Australia’s leading percussionists and is an expert on West African and 

Afro Cuban drumming. He has been at the forefront of introducing African percussion into the wider 

community and has recorded and performed with many of Australia’s leading artists. Paul Kelly, Kate 

Ceberano, and John Butler, jazz singer Vince Jones, jazz instrumentalists Paul Grabowsky, Barney 

Mcall and indigenous artists Yothu Yindi, Archie Roach, Christine Anu are only some of the artists 

who have used Ray’s expertise when recording and touring. There are several others. Ray’s playing 

can also be heard on the Australian films The Dish and The Castle. Ray has performed on several 

television shows. Ray was a member of several television orchestras including The Logies for many 

years and also worked on the music for the series Angry Boys. 

As an educator, Ray is considered one of the most knowledgeable in his field and has run master 

classes at universities and tertiary institutions around the country. 

Ray now teaches at several schools running programs at Footscary Primary, Kororoit Creek Primary, 

Derrimut Primary and Dandenong Primary. 

Ray also runs international study tours to Ghana, Sri Lankan and Cuba. 

He has done his own study over several years with world class musicians in New York, Cuba and 

West Africa and Sri Lanka and continues to work on his own performance projects and as a session 

musician. 

 

Jose Mesquita 

Ray also employs Jose Mesquita to deliver the program to the younger grades. Jose has been 

studying with Ray for over fifteen years and is a professional musician who performs and tours 

around Australia. Jose also runs drumming programs for the Song Room organization.  

 

 

 

 

   

 



 
 

Fundraising proudly supporting:   
AKEYULERRE INC. to assist the Arrernte people of the Alice Springs region to both access  and practice their         
culture.  

    

  

The Reconciliation Committee at 
  

   

BOOK NOW: 
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Chess Coaching  

 At Footscray Primary School 

2020 

Term 1 
Dear Parent, 
As you know, chess masters at Chess Australia Pty Ltd have been coaching students at chess lessons around Australia  
The feedback from students, teachers and parents has been fantastic.  
Chess Australia Pty Ltd is proud to announce that we will be running chess club lessons starting from Monday February 10, 
the chess club will operate under the supervision of the International Master and FIDE (International Chess Federation) 
accredited and registered trainer Leonid Sandler, who was also the captain of the Australian Women's Chess Olympic Team.  

(For more information on Leonid Sandler, visit the web side www.chesscoaching.com.au) 

Chess is a mind game that stimulates the brain development. The question that every parent will ask is:  

What can chess do for my child? 
Our role as educators is to prepare students with skills for life. In order for our students to become independent thinkers 
and self-starters, they must be equipped with the ability to analyse and reason, be quick problem solvers, strategists and 
good planners. 

The following skills will become part of the students’ way of thinking: Problem Solving, Abstract Analysis, Spatial Aptitude, 
Verbal Reasoning, Logical and Critical Thinking, Intellectual Maturity, Originality, Cognitive Skill Enhancement, 
Concentration, Increased Memory Capacity, Organisational Skills, Decision making under pressure and much more. 

When:    Commencing     Monday February 10 
                  Last Lesson       Monday March 23 
Times:   3-35 pm -4-30 pm (after school). 
Please pick up your child on time to avoid additional fees. 
Cost:      $90 Payment by cash 

 Or electronic funds transfer (EFT) 
BSB 013440 account number 496191321 
 

Please apply before February 10 payments not later than February 17 
Name: …………………………………………… Grade: ...........  Address: 
…………………………………………………………… 
Email: ……………………………………………………………… 

Phone Numbers: ..........................................................................         
www.chesscoaching.com.au  
PO Box 9054, South Yarra, Vic 3141, Leonid Sandler: 0412 201 891 

leonidsandlerchess@gmail.com 
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